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hospital where they recovered completely. But where were their parents and what were they
doing? This, the newspapers did not tell us.

In Queens on Long Island, fifteen year old Donald Finn, after receiving a very poor report
card in school, came home searched until he found his father’s revolver and he shot himself in the
head.

Listening to these gloomy reports, many people will admit that these times are bad and that young
people are playing badly. But people ask what are the reasons for this, especially in our country
where we have so many elementary, middle and high schools; where there is such an emphasis on
education, on sports and pastimes, on the physical side, on the cult of the body, that despite all of
this, our youth is becoming crazier than ever and are indulging not in the ordinary pranks and
childish mischief, but in robberies, murders and suicides.

Our government and our state authorities are building more and more schools, libraries,
recreational gardens, fields for playing games, but at the same time they are forced to build more
and more correctional institutions and penal institutions for criminals who are not yet adults.
Where is the source of this? What are the reasons?

If my memory serves me correctly, from the years 1914-1918, educators attributed the
criminality of juveniles to the agitation caused by World War I; after 1919, the criminality of young
people was attributed to relaxation after the war; from 1020-1933 the responsibility for this
widening depravation of juveniles was placed on the shoulders of that crazy prohibition; in the
stagnant years, for the sins of the young, to the responsibility for bringing on the depression; a little
later, in the eyes of the educators, prosperity was responsible for everything; from 1941-1945 all of
the crimes of both the older and the younger people were placed on the shoulders of World War II;
then from 1945, these same educators, alarmed by the growth of juvenile crime of both boys and
girls, insist that all of this is happening due to the fear of the future, fear of the atom bomb, the
hydrogen bomb and the other modern instruments that inflict death. In a word, fear of tomorrow,
fear before tomorrow.

1 admit, without any reservations that both world wars, the situation after the war, that
prohibition, that depression, that prosperity, that the uncertainty of the day and that fear of
tomorrow helped and still help in the loosening of morals, in the fall of morality but, none of these,
nor even all of them put together are the reason for the aberrations of these minors. The true
reason is - but wait, if I were to explain the reason, very many of you would not believe me. Some
would say that [ must say such things because 1 am a priest. Others would say that I am very
backward just like every religious. Others finally, with a smile of contempt, would say that I belong
to the Middle Ages. In order to avoid all of that,  am quoting to you a talk given by J. Edgar Hoover,
the head of the government criminal bureau - the FBI.

Mr. Hoover who for the past twenty years has had an eye on the criminals of the entire
country, has experience in criminology like probably none other. He writes thus: “I met eye to eye
with young people who scoff at the laws and customs of the land, who steal and rob and if anyone
stands in their way they even commit murder. I have been waging a stubborn battle with these
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criminals however, I must openly say, that one must be amazed at the apathy and lack of interest
from the side of society which seems to not even react to these crimes.”

Do you people know that in 1946, the police arrested 108,787 teen agers for crimes they
had committed and their finger prints are found today in the register of criminals?

The answer to the question as to why this wave of crime among minors is growing at such a
frightening rate can only be found in the homes of our American families. There, in those homes, the
parents are forgetting the duties that God and country place on them. The children to whom they
gave life and who have been entrusted to their care, are not only not growing up to be honest
people, but are definitely being neglected and left to the mercy of fortune.

It is very wrong if a child must be ashamed of the behavior of his own mother. It is wrong,
and very wrong, when the behavior of a child’s father is not honorable. This lack of care and lack of
religious upbringing causes an entire series of perversions and offenses carried out sometimes by
bands of juvenile evil doers who organize themselves in order to be that much bolder in attacking,
stealing and plundering.

No mother is able to lead a licentious, dissolute life without her child finding it out sooner or
later. No father can supervise his growing son if he brings home various things that he is
accustomed to steal. Nothing good can happen in such families where Sundays and holy days are
days for arguing, drinking and fighting.

There is too much selfishness, too much concern only for oneself in our American families
and this is the content of all of our actions along with materialism, or that chase after the dollar and
comforts, which is our command and motto.

However, we should remember and we must remember that no family home can survive
without the commandments of God that our actions must be based on truth, justice, goodness and
equality.

What is the purpose of our life? Is it only our own comforts? And that at the cost of others
and the blood of others? Parents, wake up before it will be too late and before you will be begging
authorities to save the life of your little son who had chosen a life of crime. Return to your homes
and there raise your children according to the commandments of God and for the good of our
country. Let us all return to the faith of our fathers. Our country, without the commandments of God
is condemned to doom.”
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1 greet all of you my dear country men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

During these past times, from the government schools in our country, there goes some sort
of odd murmur that is constantly getting louder and greatly disturbs people who are concerned
about the good of the country. In educators of young people there is an awakening of
discouragement and alarm. This murmur is similar to the hiss of an angry viper or rather to the
howling of hungry wolves. It comes from the lips of growing American youth who do not
acknowledge any authority, any control, any discipline and any obedience. The arrogance of the
teen-aged boys and girls who are students has no limits. It can be compared to being wild and
growing savage.

These words may seem exaggerated to you as being too sharp and too severe. These very
terms were used recently by an American professor who taught in government schools for twenty-
five years, but last year, he resigned from his teaching position because he could not deal with the
rebellious students in school.

In a certain school of higher learning in California, nine professors resigned for the same
reason. In one of the towns in the Mid-West, thirty percent of one high school’s teachers left the
teaching profession due to the unruliness, intractability and arrogant behavior of the students.

In a high school in New York, when the director of athletics suspended one of the basketball
players because he was breaking their rules for training the entire gang of these young gangsters
went on strike. Because of this the director handed in his resignation.

In another school, last year, the youngsters organized a committee who announced to the
faculty that their career in teaching depended solely on their popularity with the students.

According to a certain principal, he has seventy-three young criminals in his school on
probation and he cannot expel them because they are all under the age of 16. Despite the fact that
they have an unhealthy influence on others, despite the fact that they rouse up others to rebel, the
school authorities are helpless. These trouble makers of the order in school always have the
sympathy of their classmates and, unfortunately, they often have the sympathy of their imprudent
parents. In their youthful arrogance, they learned how to organize themselves against authority. In
schools they created the first gangs of teen aged gangsters on the basis - You can’t make me do that.

The school authorities have their hands tied and are afraid of the parents. Then again, the
parents are afraid of their own children, while the children are not afraid of anyone. They take no
account of anyone with anything.

It is only now that psychologists are awakening in great haste and psychiatrists are
wringing their hands and seeking reasons, or a reason for this lawlessness among the American
youth. After long debates and discussions, they realized that within the past twenty-five years,
there were many changes in the views, the opinions and the understandings of human life.

Various people attribute these changes to a variety of reasons. But, at the moment, that
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matters little. The irrefutable fact is that these changes did not steer clear of the home or the family.
If from these or others reasons, the type of husband and father changed, and if the type of wife and
mother changed, then naturally and logically, the type of children had to change. This modern type
of sons and daughters arrogantly became rampant in homes and in administration. In their proud
self-conceitedness, they do not recognize any law, any obligation as being above them, therefore,
they lay claim for themselves the right to everything. From this point, to my talk:

PARENTS WAKE UP!

Dr. Stanislaus Bross, who is very well known in the field of education, writes: “A child, a new
source of love and happiness, is at the same time, a source of new and not so easy obligations. It
must be educated. This child comes into the world defenseless and having no resources. In no
creature does this period of helplessness last as long as it does in man. As a result, the parents have
the natural duty of taking care of the child and educating him.”

There is no other institution in the world that is better equipped than the family in
educating healthy, happy and free people. The most important condition for good results in
upbringing or education of children is love. We have in a family, or at least we should have the love
of a husband for his wife, the love of a wife for her husband and the love of the parents for the child.
In addition to this, this tiny individual is a child of God who is worthy of the love of its parents. In
the warm radiance of this deep parental love, the soul of the child develops.

When parents see this newly-born individual, totally defenseless and helpless, there
awakens in their hearts a warm compassion for this helplessness, and at the same time, a
responsibility for this creature who had come into this world through their collaboration. Naturally,
we are referring to parents who are normal and morally healthy.

This does not refer to parents to whom the sanctity of marriage is foreign and the dignity of
fatherhood and motherhood is totally unknown.

The love which awakens in the hearts of parents at the very sight of a child soothes the
character and renews the hearts of both, the father and the mother. The father talks to this tiny
individual in the most tender and most gentle manner; he holds this infant in his hands as a
treasure or something very fragile that demands special care and gentleness.

The mother, who previously had been superficial, comfortable and egoistic from the
moment when the infant is placed into her arms, she finds in her heart unmeasured treasures of
unlimited dedication and all of her heavy duties of motherhood turn into pure joy.

There is also awakened in the parents a responsibility for every action and every word. For
them, life is no longer a trifle or a plaything. A willingness to work is awakened in them in order to
insure the child’s existence and proper education; there is awakened in them the intention of
making their child’s life easy in order that he may grow up in better circumstances than his parents
did, so that they would be able to not only give him his daily bread but also allow them to enjoy
some smaller or greater comforts, so that the childhood of this most precious individual would be
dressed in colors which would remain a very dear memory for his entire life.
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The eyes of a child look upon its parents as an ideal of goodness, strength, perfection and
honesty. The child grows in the sun of parental love and the grace of God and his soul sometimes
develops with such dazzling beauty that he astonishes his own parents.

However, sometimes thorns and weeds show up early in this little soul and the parents
sometimes must experience bitter pangs of conscience when they recognize their own faults and
tendencies in the faults of their children. From their faults, somehow the evil shows up in that
child’s soul. Then, one is not permitted to just drop his hands. One must pull out all of the weeds
absolutely, fight against the evil inclinations and move them out by the roots, clean the soul of the
child so that despite everything, he may grow up healthy and happy. For the nation and the state,
for the Church and for humanity, undoubtedly the greatest benefits flow from one’s upbringing
within a family.

However, considering what is happening today, doesn’t this tell us that even in families
everything is not in order? One must really be blind to not see that the sanctity of marriage is losing
its meaning; that a child is not considered or looked upon as a gift from God but as a necessary evil;
that parental authority has fallen, not to zero but, below zero.

I suppose that to prove these theories, it is not necessary for me to cite the statistics of all
the separations and divorces or the usage of abominable and demeaning methods in order not to
have children and the murder of unborn children. These are already national plagues which are
discussed in social circles and at public gatherings.

Is it therefore, any wonder that the fourth commandment of God, which commands that
honor, obedience, respect and gratitude be shown to one’s father and mother, has been thrown
aside as unfit for the spirit of the times and with the views of modern scholars? Considering these
facts of life, the thought of these tragedies in which the American school children have the main
role, regardless of their religion or nationality. I have in mind the criminality among these
youngsters.

Mr. Yolles from The New World presents news clippings from one month, with the following
titles: A Fifteen Year Old Boy Kills His Father; The Fight of Young Gangsters in a Pool Room; Thirteen
Year Old Boy Sentenced to Prison; A Fourteen Year Old Boy Commits Suicide; A Sixteen Year Old Boy
Admits to Killing His Brother; A Sixteen Year Old Boy Hangs Himself; In the Presence of Three of His
Equals, an Eleven Year Old Murders His Half-Sister; A Fourteen Year Old Girl Murders Her Father; Two
Young Students Admit to an Attack; An Infant Is Murdered They Suspect a Four Year Old Boy as the
Knife-Wielder; A Sixteen Year Old Murders His Sleeping Little Brother; A Thousand Two Hundred High
School Students in Brooklyn Arrange a Disturbance; A Fifteen Year Old Robber Is Caught in the Act
and Shot.

These are the flowers, beautiful flowers from the garden of criminality of this younger
generation. Take these flowers, make a bouquet of them and see how this looks for the future, even
though this is the smallest part of the entire picture.

Last year in November, the newspapers in Milwaukee wrote about the battle which the
school authorities declared against the gangs of students called beboppers. These gangs held sway
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in both, public and Catholic high schools. The boys and girls wore clothing that was strange and
queer. The male students wore long hair, cut like a duck’s tail and they had to commit various
crimes. The female students wore close fitting, long skirts that reached to their ankles and blouses
or sweaters with the name of their chosen ones. The girls had to maintain intimate relationships
with black men and Catholic girls had to omit attending Holy Mass at least once a month.

These teenagers arranged dances for themselves where only jazz music was played. The fact
that despicable things happened there, the authorities blamed the parents because it was evident
that these parents didn’t have any, not the least influence on their children. Mothers did not know
where and with whom their daughters were spending their evenings, nor did they know whether
their daughters were suitably dressed.

Supposedly the students in Catholic schools were given such an admonition: “Begin to think
in a Catholic way and do not listen to the pagan slogans. It is necessary for you to be a contrast to
the rest of the people by your pure, Christian life. Be conscientious, just, kind and law-abiding; have
respect for your parents, be faithful, have respect for your ancestors, respect the Constitution and
the law.”

Will this warning help any and diminish the arrogance of these young people? I don’t know.
I believe that certain parents are not pleased that I am speaking of under aged criminals and minor
criminals. They do not like when I state that among the under aged children there is too much
robbery, immorality, suicides, murders and killings. Why repeat such a gloomy litany? Because it is
worth looking at truth in the eyes, despite the fact that that truth is abominable, gloomy and
terrifying. Because it is time, and high time for parents to begin to take more interest in their sons
and daughters and not allow them to run wild, so that they should not do as they please. It is too
bad if parents do not recognize the Christian principles for raising children but go along with the
trend of modern opinions which overturn the natural and Godly order and then disaster, ruin and
downfall threatens Church and society.

The newspapers inform us of the existence of so-called gangs of rivals. These groups of
under aged street urchins, armed with knives, revolvers, razors, iron bars and God knows what else,
and they fight with each other unto death. They have their own organizations, their own names and
their own leaders. They often fight furious battles for the favor of girls.

In these present times, news of the demonstrations of students not only in high schools but
also in elementary schools practically make no impression on people. But let the school authorities
give out some order or prohibition which is not pleasing to the students, or which the students do
not like and a strike breaks out - the young people of the school arrange noisy demonstrations
which normally end up in a brawl, with the spilling of blood and many arrests.

You probably remember how last year in New York a mob of about twenty thousand male
and female students gathered together on the public square in front of the local town hall and gave
vent to their deviated feelings by overturning autos, throwing rocks at the police and more. These
young people paid no attention to the pleas or the threats of the police.
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There is nothing to say - the youth of today know how to play profitably and in an
exemplary way. But this is a trifling matter in comparison with that which I still have to tell you. Mr.
Yolles writes: “Imagine a meeting of the High School Principals Association in New York. The
directors of these high schools are having a debate.

One of the directors begins to speak and informs them that in his school which girls aged
twelve to sixteen years of age attend there were forty cases of pregnancy in one half year. After he
spoke, another stood and talked for quite a while about how thirteen and fourteen year old girls
were selling themselves for fifty cents and then they would boast of their achievements, they would
show off their beaded necklaces and glass panes, even the dollars that they had earned; they stirred
up and harassed those girls who were still innocent; with stories they were proud and very
interesting.

On director after another gave a report about cesspools of iniquity, of unbelievable
debauchery among girls thirteen and fourteen years of age. This collection of reports gave a
frightening picture, a picture of which the fathers and mothers of these girls do not have the
slightest idea.

Dr. Bruce Robinson, the psychiatrist for the public schools in Newark testified that the
problem of immorality among thirteen and fourteen year old girls attending public schools is a
general American problem and not a local New Hersey problem. Dr. Robinson testified that from
the fifteen thousand girls in the public schools of Newark, three thousand five hundred of these girls
already had intimate relations.

But it is better not to enlarge any longer on this theme which is the proof or reason for the
boys and girls of today becoming a human wreck and they are the fathers and mothers of
tomorrow. Please continue yet to listen patiently to these cases:

In Roanoke, Virginia, sixteen year old Lee Scott was sentenced 99 years in prison for the
murder of a sixteen year old school-mate, Mary Weaver. In Mineola, Long Island, the police arrested
twelve boys, all under the age of sixteen, who are accused of eighty assaults and robberies. In their
hiding place, $10,000 was found in ready cash and quite a lot of jewelry. In Philadelphia, Donald
Brown, fifteen years old, fell, pierced by a knife, when with his body he was protecting his sister
from flows of a knife in the hand of a fourteen year old girl, Telmy Lee; the reason- rivalry over boy-
friends. In Rockland, Illinois, girls aged twelve, thirteen and fifteen set the school on fire. When
asked why they had undertaken this, they replied with a smile, “We wanted to show our boy-friends
that we, too, can do things.” In Jamaica, Long Island there was a trio of very courageous girls. Two
were fourteen years old and one was fifteen, all of them were tired of the school routine, therefore
they decided to commit suicide. They came together in the home of one of them and all three girls
wrote farewell letters to their parents and this was their text: “l am sorry, Mother and Dad that I
have to do this. I realize that it will bring you shame and humiliation, but it is the best way out.
Please forgive me. | just cannot get along in school.” They seated themselves in the kitchen and
turned on the gas jets of the kitchen stove but, one of these heroines lost her nerve. She did not
want to die therefore she rolled up here flag and left the field. The other two were taken to t he




